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ABSTRACT There are many aspects that have an impact on the learners’ school progress. Housing, socio-
economic status, abuse, love and neglect are some of the factors that have an impact on any child’s life. The family
and the society in general, play a huge role in the learning child from an early age. The product we see at the end
of a schooling career is a consequence of various influences. This article explores the findings of a qualitative study
performed at three Black African pre-schools in a South African township. It shows how the family’s social and
cultural capital are crucial for the growing child. Aspects such as language acquisition and learning in general can be
fully understood if the child’s habitus is well understood. Moreover, the study’s findings also explicate that for pre-
school teachers to be effective, they need to comprehend the dynamics involved in family-school rela tionships.
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